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CCoommmmooddiittyy  MMaarrkkeettss  aanndd  TTrraaddee

ERS is the main source 
of research and analysis
from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, providing
timely information on 
economic and policy issues
related to agriculture, food,
the environment, and 
rural America.

Intellectual
Property Rights in
Federal Technology

Transfer

wwwwww..eerrss..uussddaa..ggoovv//
PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss//EERRRR1155

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  PPaatteennttiinngg
aanndd  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy
TTrraannssffeerr examines the
use of intellectual
property rights in
Federal technology
transfer, focusing pri-
marily on the
Agricultural Research
Service (ARS). ARS
uses patenting and
licensing when a tech-
nology requires addi-
tional development by
a private sector partner
to yield a marketable
product.

Farm Income Still 
Highly Variable for Large Farms
wwwwww..eerrss..uussddaa..ggoovv//PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss//EEBB77

Farm subsidy programs were introduced in the 1930s
largely due to concern for chronically low, and highly vari-
able, incomes of US farm households. Today commodity-based support programs
are still prominent, though income and wealth of the average farm household now
exceed that of the average nonfarm households. According to EEccoonnoommiicc  WWeellll--BBeeiinngg
ooff  FFaarrmm  HHoouusseehhoollddss, farm income continues to be highly variable, but the farm
households with the most variable income—those operating large farms—have
substantial net worth, which cushions uncertain farm income.

Options for 
Conservation Program Design

A multitude of design decisions influence the perform-
ance of voluntary conservation programs. These
Economic Briefs explore the implications of decisions
policymakers and program managers must make
about who is eligible to receive payments, how much
can be received, for what action, and the means by
which applicants are selected: 

11))  GGrreeeenniinngg  IInnccoommee  SSuuppoorrtt  aanndd  SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  GGrreeeenn www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EB1

22))  BBeetttteerr  TTaarrggeettiinngg,,  BBeetttteerr  OOuuttccoommeess www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EB2

33))  PPaarrttiicciippaanntt  BBiiddddiinngg  EEnnhhaanncceess  CCoosstt  EEffffeeccttiivveenneessss www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EB3

44))  CCoonnttrraassttiinngg  WWoorrkkiinngg  LLaanndd  aanndd  LLaanndd  
RReettiirreemmeenntt  PPrrooggrraammss www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EB4

55))  RReewwaarrddiinngg  FFaarrmm  PPrraaccttiicceess  VVeerrssuuss  
EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee www.ers.usda.gov/Publications/EB5

Commodity Payments Shift 
to Higher-Income Households
wwwwww..eerrss..uussddaa..ggoovv//PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss//EEBB66

Crop production is shifting to much larger farms.  Since govern-
ment commodity payments reflect production volumes for pro-
gram commodities, payments are also shifting to larger farms. In
turn, the operators of very large farms have substantially higher
household incomes than other farm households, and as a result

government commodity payments are also shifting to much higher income house-
holds, according to GGrroowwiinngg  FFaarrmm  SSiizzee  aanndd  tthhee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  FFaarrmm  PPaayymmeennttss.
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More information about the items featured in DatelinERS can be found on our website: www.ers.usda.gov by going to the web address 
listed in each article. This newsletter is available online at www.ers.usda.gov/news

HHooww  ttoo  ggeett  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ..  ..  ..  

Corn Production Costs Vary Widely Among U.S. Producers
wwwwww..eerrss..uussddaa..ggoovv//PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss//EEIIBB77

According to CChhaarraacctteerriissttiiccss  aanndd  PPrroodduuccttiioonn  CCoossttss  ooff  UU..SS..  CCoorrnn  FFaarrmmss,,  22000011, corn production
costs per bushel vary considerably among U.S. producers, depending on yields, farm location,
tillage practices, irrigation, previous field usage, enterprise size, and weather. In 2001, the
operating and ownership costs per bushel for corn ranged from an average of $1.08 for the 25
percent of U.S. producers with the lowest costs to an average of $2.98 for the 25 percent with
the highest costs. Heartland corn producers had the lowest costs per bushel on average. Corn producers with
small corn enterprises had the highest costs per bushel due to their lower-than-average corn yields.

Liberalization of International Dairy 
Markets Would Reduce Supplies, Increase Value
wwwwww..eerrss..uussddaa..ggoovv//PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss//EERRRR1166

TTrraaddee  LLiibbeerraalliizzaattiioonn  iinn  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  DDaaiirryy  MMaarrkkeettss::  EEssttiimmaatteedd  IImmppaaccttss is the first of two arti-
cles that examine the forces shaping international dairy markets (this one is economic
model-based). These forces include changing consumer demand in developing and devel-
oped economies; technological advances in production, distribution, and marketing; prod-
uct innovation; globalization; and the possibility of fundamental dairy policy reform
brought about through multilateral trade negotiations. According to these articles, interna-

tional dairy policy reform would result in lower global supplies of milk and dairy products, higher world dairy
prices, and higher value of dairy trade.
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